


Deaf, Dumb and Blind Boy




Eversnce 1 was @ young boy, | pleyed e sver ol

m Soho down to Brighton, | must
1Oy Go6, I onbarassed. Tis sounds jo
Music Hall song. Sure plays a mean pinball. | scrid-

blod it cut and al h verss e th same lngth and

Ty Ster crucll evrs shaped the e, i e
o of the whole process, Lam:

fim script which helped clar
' an aniGre v 1 rogious o), Kot Mo

Eama i wih iho mepred e o setng Tormy's

ut | carriod on. | attempted the same.
o baroaos i begng hats on 1 A

and then a bit of vigorous kind of flamenco guitar.
Tas st grabingat 1o, | knooked a demo 1
erand took it 0 he stucio and evaryone ovad I
B yon S B

)

5 was roaly exciod and
Fesddany hovohi v it a i 1 was
because the only person that we knew would give us a
good raview, was a pinbal fanatic.
sherd could il wie a razr Ins ot

Pooat Wiard was paced s e sor

A to bl ot o varows
Songs. T nes Plying iy pnbal, o piks i nose

s by ntuton, T s
cance attached to pinball by Tommy enth

Mighty sleary” according 1o
Townshen: ing a school teacher would
disapprove ot.”

e haig o ot the acditn o Pinal Waars
dramatically changed everything.
e B
just ‘worthy’, “iteresting’ and ‘artstic’
those plus popular, exciting and succes:
(Plbal Waara' i whol projk was becoming

rom veing
9 all of

Rison's Young Man Blues' and 1t wasn't working.
Lambort thought It was in danger of becoming too
sklous, el Wea” made  rrs ok Opera

“The alegories and mystical metaphors in the story.
lthough g nc, i e e, contovrsil, w

a sustained success.
smwuu.‘ dospie witing both ‘Cousin Kevin' and
“Fi e, cortesse;“t waurt un Kan Pussel

it i vorion tha | undersiood what
Rt e o s . B
album was successtul ot because of s subject
mattr, o even the clevarness of the Iy, but
o the strengtn of the s0ngs.
e of the tunes.
ould have been another boy moets
gir saga and been successful with great songs, where-
s the cleverost piot e in the world would stl strug-
o f the tunes were second rate. Tommy has an intel-
Joen, rougt povcdng sy bl whal put 1.t he
s the abundance of great rock numbers
Pinbal quva‘ Is the best known but ‘Amazing
“Gousin Aci "
TSl Vi e e i To Yoo e ah crat
rock songs.
1t i vy it o make out the ot fom the
wmaor ot it of e plt
g What  boy did'
e e sl o i e s
Captain Wakor's demob suit or what? It wasn't at all
clear. But it did't matier because you could put your
own interprotation on it. Ambiguous song yrics almost

au

“We went into the studio and started 10
siblo for a

periods.
experiment i a way that was onl realy poss
band like The Beatle

probab
b roording.” Anolhr problem was hat th roup
were regu\uv\y forced 1o break of recording and play
i oney. kg 1 it o manain a

Ceranant rocorced sound v  cominusly
setting up and dismanting Moon's only drum kit. They
got ot il 1B bt e b wats 50 i that
essions they were, as Townshend
Pl ver v g

e crginal Tommy record scunded aule land
ad a Lamborts hris Stamp, explained,
it

vt for the focing
e Yathtlly reproduced note-perfect aproduction.
sence, warts and al, of the studio

Entwistle was fustrated at Lambert not alowing too
overdub ime convinced that he.
was going 1o try to add violins.  Townshend recalls,
Kit Lamoer, wante o bring i a ul orchetra and
1 fought it all the way." They fel that they should b
s i e ecard I o our nd 5 e sound
was a i ot Hamenond rgn, beyboars
o .mm Enwas Foneh
wever, th rther i scunel o much of the argh
o uwm m o, e an s oo
‘been souped up and strengthened with
o vl colos, Wrpe, ackig 00
heavenly choirs and sound ffects, not only would it
ot have been Tho Who but it would have been impos-
sible for the group 1o roproduce on stage. 1t would

ot Wi th iscecam o e e and stage the
story had o be clrfles and the e plot
resolved, but that's another story).
Tne rocording. on oght ndck at London's 18C
‘Studio, took ages and put the group into serious dot
oy spent a lot of time in a nearby pub discussing
thing, loaving the studio empty for long expensive

t the end of the Tommy mastering sessions in New
Yo 11063, e th st oo i v comlt

ambart declared the astorpiece’ an

omroyad tha origna mastor 1apes by ceramorialy
buring them. (TS may bo wiy many Who fans cam
Fommy sounded better on the original viny! than on
later CDs.) It wasn't until 1988 that a first generation

cop ofth mastar tape came o g, howere, e
long overdue remix by Jon Astiey and A
Mecphorso wes comled by Goig ngh( a:ck o

ot 18C St don smply.
D i e b or\g\na\“ E-mm

Tomiing, the 196 album

o g tha Lombert anel e ban had ned 1 wn

cartuly axamined. Parculr ation was gven
the done Using modern

ocn -
oo axevadod. aking it chaner, rghtr and Tl
vl earing a e soun, balince and el of i
original iogsrgn o o aht ackto
the v, there's itorian snd

digital mastr, th
nreased ity 1 not st o mbert
o the e, ut f ey i ' ure e b
{apes i a mich mare moder

1y was roloasod. he Briish coteus
wars sl i o e A thosn,
it a masterpiece and those who claimed it was. prd

sexually molosted by his uncle. No pop albur
ad contaned songa g8 remcey carngas e, Tho
album was promply banned various
US raco satons. The etirovrey, & coure, 84
nothing to damag

Tommy cl Randed everything for The Who,
Previously a ‘singles’ band, they were now
o it o e vesie i now cated caegorisaton

fo rose 10 the occasion, taking
the rola seriously. carrying the demanding lead magni-
ety s becoring h cenal focus of thelr stage
ed i tosing wih severl ifer-

“nt flectons, o bombasto preaching 0 plaive
ploading.
Golden curt, Doy became a
animal, and his portrayal of th
boy was one of the most emotionally moving moments







Nurse

Ghorus

Lover

Fathor

Mothor

Mother

& Father

overtue

D' coma e

TS ABOY!
1 a boy, Mrs. Walker, s a boy.
1's a boy, Mrs. Walker, s a boy.
Ason! A'sont Ason!

1021
've got a foeling 2
18 going to be a good year
Especialy f you and me
o0t in togather

S0 you think 21
1 going to be a good ye

1t ol o gooc for e and har
But you and hor - no, naver!

1 had o reason 10 be ovor optin
But somehow when you smied
1 could brave bad waather.

What about the boy?
What about the boy?
What about t

He saw it all

You didn't hoar it
You didn't see .

You won' say nothing to no-one
Ever in your lfo

You never heard t

On, how absurd it

Al seems without any proof.
Nou didn't hoar t

You didn't so0 .
You won'tsay nothing to no-one
Nevor tolla soul

What you know is the Truth

AMAZING JOURNEY
Deat, dumb and biind boy
He's i a quiot vibration land.

range as i seems, his musical dre
At quite so b

Teny

Loving le and bacoming w
In simpiciy.

Sickness wil surely take the mind

Come on the amazing journey
‘And leam allyou should know.

Ao hazo o dolrum
Croops up on me.

Alat once a tal stranger | suddenly
Ho's dresses in a siver sparklod
Gilterng gow

o is goen n beard ow
Noarly down to

Nothing to say and nothing to hear
And nothing t0 see

Each sensation makes a note
nmy symphony.

Sickness wil surely take the mind
Whero minds can't usually go.
Come on the amazing jourmey
‘And leam allyou should know.

oy ar e e hat
Tranomt il hey b

Sparkle warm Cystaline lances o

ars old
ih thoughts a5 bold as thoughts ca




The Hawker:

Father:

Thath s your loacer
his your guide

Ot arading our

Togather you'l ride.

SPARKS

EYESIGHT TO THE BLIND
HE HAWKER)
Youtalk about yourworan
iy oy soo e
Vo 1ok sbou your woman,
1 wish you could see mine.
very time she starts o lovin'
She brings eyesight to the bind.

‘You know her daddy gave her magic.

The dumb begin o tak.

s oo ety

He doesn't know who Jesus was.
O what praying is.

How can he be saved

From the etemal grave?

roundad by his friends.

iy f he's cured
Wil his spiris uture level over heighten.

A Tommy doosn' krow st dy s
Josus.

ed
From the stemel grave?

Tommy,canyou vt me?
u hoar me?

lover foar. Tommy.
Sro'sgot e powr 0 eal you Tommy, can you hear me?
Never fear. Haw can he be saved?
Just a word from her ips
‘And the deat begin to hear. Tommy:  See me, foel me, touch me, heal me!
e, eal me, touch me, heal me!
CHRISTMAS
Did you see the faces of the chidren, Tommy, can you hear me?
They get o excited Tommy, can you hear me?
Waking up on Chistmas morming Tommy, can you hear me?
fours before the.
They believe in dreams and al they mean .
Including heaven's generosiy. COUSIN KEVI
Peeping ourd e Cousin  We're on our own, cousin,
hat parcels are for free. Kevim:  Allaione, cousi
ooty Let's think of a

And Tommy doesn't know what day it is

frobfrpt ity 8 oy,
You won't be much i

Gypsy:

Boing bind, deat and d

o laugh?
What v youdo 1ty utside,
To stand in the rai

o e e 50 you dec?

' the school bully!
“The classroom cheat |
The nastest playiriend

could meet.
Vil stick pins n your fingers
An rfeet,

Maybe a cigarette burn on your amm
‘Would change your expression

To oo of alarm.

11l drag you round by a lock of your hair
Or give youa push

Atthe top o the stairs.

'm the school buly!
' classroom cheat

sroor | Mother
The nastiest playfriend |
You ever coud
1 put glass i your drner
And spikes in your se:
Father:
EEN
Ifyour chid ain't all he should be now.
T g wil put him right. Uncle Emie:

1l snow him what he couid be now
Just give me one might.
Vm the Gypsy - the Acid Queen.

Pay bofore we
o e Gyt Ackd Qusen.
i tear your soul apat.

Give us a room and close the door.

Pay bofore we sta
Vim the Gypsy - the Acid Queen.
1 tear your soul apart.

Gateryourits an ok o s
ur mind must loarn to roam.
Just s o Gypsy el

You're gonna hit the

Hy workis alldon, o 00k o i
He's never been m

e o  shake, i fngers chtch.
Watch his body withe.
Im e Gypay - he Acid ueer,
Pay bofore we
o e Gy~ uarantost
To break you Il hoart
UNDERTURE
DO YOU THINK IT'S ALRIGHT?
Do you think i’ alfight

leave with Uncle Ermio?
Doyou think s alight?
He's had a few oo many tonight!

o s anghty
Yes, | hink i's alfight

e ored ol Erie
I gladyouvort se or s e
As| fiddie

Fedo abot,







cal Lad:

Fiddle about.
Your mother left
'm doing what | want to

Fiddle about!

Down with the bedclothes,

Up with the nightshir!

Fiddle about!

Youwon't shout as | fiddie about,

Fiddle about,
Fiddie about,
Fiddle about

al
Fiddle, fiddle, fiddle!

PINBALL WIZARD
Ever

= mun havo played thom all
't seen anytring e him

an
oot an bind kil
Suro plays a mean pinball!

e e e s
of the mactine.

‘Sure plays a mean pinbal!

He's a pinball wizard.
Thershas to be a et

A pinball wizart

ot s wiet

me hero to mind you.

Father:

How do you ik he dos Kt
1 don't
What makes him 50 good?

Ho it got o disractons,
22015 and bells.

Plays by sense of smell
Always has a repla
An' never tts atal
‘That deaf, dumb and biind kid
Sure plays a mean pinball

1 thought |

"o Bl table king
But | just handed

My pinball crown to him.

Even at my favourit table:
my best.

i diacis lad tu n
And he just does the rest.
Ha's got crazyfpper fngors
Nover soen him

e dot e ar b
Sure plays a mean pinball

THERE'S A DOCTOR

boy!
ere’s a doctor I'vo found
Could cure the boy!

There's a man I've found
Gould remove his sorrow.
Ho

Let's 500 him tomorrow.
He lives in this town,
Lat's soe him tomorrow!

Doctor

Tommy:

Doctor:

Father:

GO TO THE MIRROR!

He seems to be completely unreceptive.
Tho tests | gave him

Show no sense at

His oyes react 10 ot e s doect 1.
He hears but cannot answer to your cal

‘See me, feel me, touch me, heal me!
St s fool e ouch e sl ml

Thero s nochance, o unried poration

Allhope fies with him and none with

magee though theshack rom psti
‘When he suddenly can

And speak and see.

S0 me, foel me, touch me, heal me!
500 me, feol me, touch me, heal mel

His eyes can see,
s cars can hwr. i s spook
naodles fick and rock

o
No machie cinghe
The kind of stmulatior

‘o ramova s e bock,

Go to the mirror, boy!
Go o the mirror, boy!

1 often wonder what he is fecling.
Has he ever hoard a word I've said?
Look at him in the mirror dreaming.
What s happening in his head?

Listening to you | get the music,
Gazing at you | get the heat,
Following you | climb the mountain,
I get excitoment at your fet!

Right behind you | seo the millons,
On you | s0e the-
From you get opinions,

| Father

| Mother:

Mother;

From you | get the story.

What is happening in his head?
Oaooh, | wish | knew, | wish | knew.

TOMMY CAN YOU HEAR ME?

Gan I help to cheer you?
'SMASH THE MIRROR

Butyou gaze atyour onnretoctont

otk o can e yourset
How can tho mirror affect

Can you hear me?

Camyoutoa ' tamper
Rise, riso, rise, i, i

Do you hear or fear or
Do smash the mirtor?
Do you hear or fear or

Do smash the mirror?
SMASH

SENSATION
Toverwhelm as | approach you.
Make your lngs hold breath insidel
s break carossos for me.
Love onhanced when I've gone by.

You' feelme comig,
Anow vibration.
Fromafa you' 00 me.
I'm a sensation.






Newsboy:

They worsip me and a ouehy
Hazy-oyad they catch my gl
s s o s
My warm momentum

Throws their stance.

Youl ool me coming,
Anew vibration.

From atar you'll
I'm a sensation.

Vleave a trail of ooted people
Mesmerised by just he sigh.

“The fow I've touched now are disciples.
Love as One, | am the Light.

Soon o' saame, ' you fol ma?
m cor

Sond your nouMai dancing,

Ho knows
e
I a sensation.

MIRACLE CURE
Extral Extral
toad all abou it
bl Waardn a miacl cu
e Exiral Foad 2 abot
Extral

SALLY SIMPSON
Outsido the house
Mr. Simpson announced

Sherew o re st
 down in
Toatshe nd Tommy wore words apat

The themo of the sermon w

k ovo i ind away

S0 Sally dcided to ignore her dad

And snaak out anyway!

Sho spent al aftemoon getting ready

‘And decidod she'd try and touch him,
Maybe he sea that she was free

And tlk to her this Sunday.

Sha kot sr
hor heart

Tha Tommy wero worlds apart

Butho mothr s

“Never mind, your part..

1+ bo what you'l b0

‘She arfved at six
winging
lyy nine.
et cn e sage

o Sl ot sa har g
She bit her nails,
Looking rety as 3 pctro
Rghtin e very

ot B
Witha badge.

Howntonclearingis be ol Royce
Ao shoca nido e
ho got to her
ot Splashe ha pictra
ossil
St piod up a book of her fther' fe
And threw it on the fire!

id Here we gol

Tha crowd went crazy.

Tommy it the stagel
Litto Saly got lost as the poiice bossed
The cro

But so0n the atmosphere was cooler
s Tommy gavo a lesson.

Saly just had to et him know
Shloved him
‘And leapt up on the rostrum!

She knew from the start
Deap down in her heart
“That she and Tommy were worlds apart.

And touched him on the face.

Thvew her of the stage.

She knew from the start

Deep down in her heart

That she and Tommy were worlds apart.

But her mother sai

mind your part

15 to be what you'll be..."

Hor chook hit a chair

And biood ickled down,

Mingling with her tears.

“Tommy carried on preaching
his voico filed Sally's ear.

She caught his ey

But couldn't soa through the ights

Her face was

And the ambulanc

o cany herout na gt

The crowd went crazy.
AsTommy f e stagel
Lite Sally ws
Forihe pice ol a tou
e oo across hr Fiacel Goooont

Sixteen stitches put her right

dad
“Don'tsay | didn't warn y
ol got marid o8 otk musician

Tommy:

Chorus:

Tommy:

“Never mind your part
s to be what youl be..."
M FREE

e s MY

And escmttes o ralty

'm
e m wating 10 you 10 folow me.

M1t you vt e

e highest high
ettt =
“Nothing's that sir
Bt vau oot may s baore
Messiah's pointed 1o the d
A o-cnead 1 s

mplo!

¥ fr00 - I'm fr
And rosdom Iules of reaiy.

e o g or you o follow .
How can we follow?
How can we follow?
WELGOME
Come to my
Boone of the nemmmma people

Nover sieeping
oo int

{ie oty wolome

o remind her of his smi




TOMMY'S HOLIDAY CAMP
WE'RE NOT GONNA TAKE IT!
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