
























































Beggars Banquet was issued in Britain in mono; “Sympathy for the Devil,” in that format, is
of the great thrills in the Stones’ discography with a unique, charismatic mix that favors the to
rhythmic undertow. But Decca Records spent more attention and worry on the cover, delaying
album’s release for months until the Stones replaced the intended photography: a grotty toilet
the song titles and credits in custom graffiti, shot in Los Angeles by Barry Feinstein. The compro
was a plain, invitation-card design, with the Stones lunching in the inner gatefold like dissc
country squires. Decca, a dowdy firm in a rapidly transforming industry, would pay later. The Stc

pext studio album would be their last for the label.

“It was a good writing period,” Richards said of Let It Bleed in his autobiography, Life. “Songs
coming.” They were also songs designed and fortified to be performed on stage. When the Si
began recording at Olympic in February and March, 1969, with Miller and engineer Glyn J«
they had not toured in two years. The harrowing rush of “Gimme Shelter,” the bloody rampage
breakdown “Midnight Rambler” and the carnal blast of “Honky Tonk Women,” all started at
sessions, went right into the Stones’ live sets even before the album’s release, when the ban
American arenas that November. Another gig regular, the sordid-lord romp “Live With Me” (wi
iconic tenorsax break by Bobby Keys, a pillar of the Stones’ road and studio brass until his dez
2014) was finished in I..A. a month before the tour’s frst night in Colorado.

Let It Bleed was a record of transitions. Jones made two fleeting appearances, playing cong
“Midnight Rambler” and strumming autoharp behind Richards’ wistful vocal in “You Got the Silv
last flare from the shipwreck,” Richards wrote in Life. Cn]une 8%, 1969, he, Jagger and Watts dr
Jones’ country farm to inform him that he was no longer in the band. Jones quietly accepted his fa

The Stones immediately announced that Mick Taylor, a 20-year-old alumnus of John M
Bluesbreakers, was their new guitarist. He made his studio debut on “Honky Tonk Wc¢
(overdubbing guitar) and his live bow at London’s Hyde Park on July 5 owvo days after Jon

found at the bottom of his swimming pool, pronounced dead at 27.

in styles ~ “Country Honk,” an exaggerated barn-dance trearment of “Honky
espectful, poignant reading of Robert Johnson’s “Love in Vain”; “You Can’t
Want,” a grand finale of sober warning draped in Al Kooper’s French horn and
’ir — suggested a band jumping at chances, flexing matured strengths. “Honky
rds contended, “was everything we were good at at the time.”

1e loaded with the dark side of the Sixties youthquake - allusions to hard drugs
1 civil warfare, detonated by the signature fury and alarm of guest singer Merq:
erformance in “Gimme Shelter”. “This era and the collapse of its bright and
vhat the Stones leave behind,” Greil Marcus wrote in his Rolling Stone review of

in the grim wake of the Stones’ disastrous free concert on December 6%, 1969
' )
7in Northern California.

o: On I “Wo
> ;) Let It Bleed, “We can find every role the Stones have ever played for us
i3 ife ri

emons, harem keepers and fast fife riders — what the Stones meant in the
wvery well they've meant to us.”

a was right around the corner. That would be another tale

rere not origi [ ; ]
do originally released in true mpno (wilk the exception of “Sympathy for the Devil”)
0 and fan demand required us 1o include them in this package. ‘
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