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‘Whr'sﬁm? bolfles,

And brand new cars;

Oak free you ve in hay Way. ¥

—Ronnie Van Zant
“That Spaell," 1577

In September 1976, the Lynyrd Skzym?rd bond
had one of the worst reputations in rock n roll.

g with MCA Recards three years earlier,
diy "Whiskay Rock-A-Rollers * from Jack-
sowwile, Florids, hod received. as hinch puablicdy for

thed drinking, fghting and gemeral he

for ang of their three gold= and plafinana-selling

albupas. Yot fhe band, whe &5

laged o giant Confed-
erafe flag backdrop dering perforraances, had

beconae one of Ainerien s fop concert draws.: Their

potent brond of Seuthers Baunchy Rall "and thei

refentless 200-da

Portiure fomrs were legendare,
s 15 ar o.f?u" iz, but b, 1 HOHTi, " lead sthger
Bonnie Van Zant told Time magazine in o (976 fea-
ture on the group. We affract niostly drunk people
and rondy Kids whe cohne o shoke. 4

On Labor Doy weekend, 1976, just & week before
the véfease of Skuni w.ﬂ" s dosble-live L2 Orne
Mere Fron The Road," the band's repuration went
Froha bad fo worse.

While they wiere back hore th Jacksenville,
preparing for Pheir apeohatng Tour, .‘z;.’,n.-\a'zn? G

tarists Gary Rossington and Allen Collins

are

involved in separate aleohel and drag related sule

o DUL Colling hita parked cor,

accident's. Wr

Enocking it acress an eniply parking lof. Forfu-
; iy g

mately, b

ehasrged wnseathed, Eossington W

so (ucky. Passing outar the wheel of his brand

new Ford Toriwe, with hrs feol on the gos, s car

5 wet

went outof contre

[ and knoched donn a felephone

pale; split am oak ree, and £ 7,000 werfh of

dapmage o 8 house, It's a terr

fe Thrng &
e fhing when gou

get-behind the wheel and you e so drahk That yow
con drive & car fo begin with, Van Zant fold jour-
T S bagd I

nalist Caperon Crowe. I con't tell gou he
Cstupia L

gotat hika for that, That's fust pladn beil

Pold bika on hiis hospital bed”

i before thase mishaps, Van Zant finaself

Had alveady begun fo change radically his

) the previeus five nears

hiotel rookas; whisky-soaked gios and (isfights over
anistakes i the shonl, But the birfh of his dawghrer

Meledy on Septehnber 15, 1676, Twe doys before the

new Tour beaan, marked o new chapler in Van
Zant's maaftinify.

i that ]

the biggest change in

Fhat for The first fthae Tia

haig

; 2 " .
really thinking abont the fuftre, Van Zant sadd.

The got & baby girl and I plow fo sfi arcung and.

I alse plan e coffect for the [ast

walch her gron
10 pears of seff-abuse.’
This mew affitnde soen raanile

Zant's songririis '.r:‘f-sf'ﬁ(-."f{:

r” aind with The bond s consfant

]

a hot and coldl n

fouring, he felthe Ladnt besn wp fo par Wit



wirifing. o Rpssmgfbn's aceident sparked o burstof
inspiration, which resulfed in a new) Van Zant=
Colling compesition called “That Shnell,” T wrote
that song when Garg had his car accident” the
stnger (afer explained, Allen and Billy Powell also
were in car accident's, all in the space of sik paonths.
Thad a erecpy feeling fhings were going agatnst us,
s L thought I write o haorbid song. r

Rossinglon recovered in fihae for Skgnyrd's
"One More Fror The Road " tour that Fall, which
Licked off Septenaber 21, 3&; the firne The North
Apagrican leg ended i early Dacepabar, the band
had plaged o string of 35 sellauts and The five
afbiha was corfified plafivens, Witk fheir biggest
scff‘:hg albena ?zfundsr their belfs, the group was
froe o fake paore Tirae With them hext studio L2,
??'3‘7 considered their (st three studie efforfs fo be
rush jobs, This new record would be differcnt fora
nerpaber of reasons, waest haparfantly becanse of
the fresh blast of songurifing enthusiashs by hew
Mrrdgur?’ﬂrr'sf'sfcy_e GGaines.

Whin Skyryrd convened ot Criteria Studios i
Miinal Witk producer Tobn Dowd in hnrd-Decenber
1876 to record “That Shaell, " they afso faid down &
blaesy Gaines tune ealled Aint Ne Good Life.”
Gaines had writfen the song pears earlier before join-
g The band. Tie got o fof to contribute fo Lyngrd
Skamgrd, bur I T ot ih ainig special burrg, " Gaires
serd af Pha finae. T ha gothg fe ok a?"ﬁ}mﬁh_g hasg
ik piche first and gething along with the band sec~
ond, then start contributing & fifffe bt haore. Learning
to (e with this band has been guife sn experince.”

As the geor 1977 dawned, Skyryrd fook off on
the infernational leg of ther 'One More Frowi the
Eoad " four, Thei first ever rouna-the-werld excur—
sion foumd Thea jeffing across the Pacific for shows
i Mawar and Japan, and then circling the restof
the glebe for & Trihaphant sold-out tour of the Ui
ed Kingdons. When the band returned stateside th
Febroary, they fook sonae hauch earmed fiane off,
heading fo the Bahahas fo relax and write, When
they convened back ar Criteria tn Aprd 1977, They
had & fresh bateh of songs for the new albuna,

espife the success of S;&?Mggrd's string of gold

and platinana L5, MCA Records was sl
looking for a follewi-up To their Top (0 single "Sweet
Hanwe Alabasaa.” The label wanted the bond to
reach the pop haarket and pressured thewa e wrife
Z-hatnuleclong hit singles, which aceording fo Do,
enraged Vo Zant: "Beoane would write & batch af
songs and then sk hne how long they were. Td tell
Atha Phey sere over three pathufes, and he  s5om
Well I eant curt ang haore oul of that-somg. If T
went 1o write a book, Lin goting fo write one and mot
& lifte piece of tollet paper.”

Dhartng the April Criteria sessions, the band faid
down tracks for a poir of new Van Zant=Ressinglon
songs, The cafchy "What's Your Nanse, " which was
ingpived by o bar fight tnvelving roadie Craig Reed,
and a churnihg blues number called "Sweat Liffle
Missi, “ ot featured Billy Pewell on keyboards ond
and & searing Gatnes sele. The band alse recorded
twe mew Gotnes=Van Zant songs, You Got That

Rights" a rocking eelebration of the boand's exhuber-
ant fouring lifestile and I Never Dreansed,” on
intrespective ballod that addressed the fundarental
shift in Vo Zont's priovifies.

Earlier, mf‘shgne;rd's Tacksonwile rebizarsal studie
on Riverside Avenine, they worked up & depno
recording of another Van Zant—Games nthnber
called “C;eargrka Practies. " The frack was recorded (ive
by sound engineer Kavin Efsen, wiho was innfed E'uf
fhe boand fo hear fhe finished Criferia albuna during
frack seguencing. He stated his apinren of the
recordings in o sincertan ferpas. If voun release this
afburin, your carear’s over" he told the astonished
bownd waerabers, T old thenn the eight~frack denses
they cut in Jacksorvilie of their rehearsel studio hod
hapre power and (ife o fhen. mwjhsrmrsﬁr,bpcd
Tonn Powd, Rennie and Lalaest canve o blows
before Steve Gamnes, bless hus heort: stepped in and
said he ogreed with e, Thes lef hae fake the fracks
e fo Studie One an Atlonta and have Arfikans Pa?."s
re-gat his driia parts. Then we fook the denios and
the nent versions up To MNew York and played theps
for the band and ther monager, Pefer Rudge. Everg-
ane agreed we should rensake 1he albuna i

wa & spring Tour of The South and fhen o
Suhaacr four of Apserica alréady scheduled,
S.ﬁxfngpm' booked fraae n Aflanta for later that suha=
haer and bt the read o conaplere thetr Touring coha=
parfhnent: I early Angust; the band arvived at Studie
One in Doraville, where they hod recorded ‘Frée
Bivd " and “Siweet Honse Alabama,” to finish the

alboa, “&7 returiing to Studic One, we feel we e
comne homne, " said Von Zont: "Everathing we have
ever done which we el good about was recorded
here. When you are siceessiinl o smne place, why
pess with (7 We ke 7o go (ive rather than de 6
whale (of of averdubbing and punching and this 5 a
very live rooha. Mest of this record we've been detng
i comcert so we know the fumes and e havent
requived & great deal of rehearsal e, We would
arrange i ene might ond Then coka th and cut i

Dowid was still finishing a session with Red Sten=
arts so he seat engineer Barry Ruadolph as s repre-
seinfative. fe werk the band for a week uaftl he could
get there, Rudolph ended up re-cuffing new versions
of "That Seaell* and “Vou Gor That Right, “with the
group. Rudolph had werked with connfry hansie onf-
fan) %i?.l(oﬂ\ TJewnings, one of Van Zant's heroes,
which inspired thens fo alse cuta cover of Merle
Haﬁg.am”s meb; Tonk Night Tikae A Merfe 5
ke faverite songwrifer and perforsser in The wifiele
firckin world, said Van Zont: As an sfferthonght, the
sthger went back and wrote an alfernafe auobio—
graphical lyrie o the Haggard fune, called Fack-
sonwile K7, " which he recorded on an affernate vecal
Frack émfalppamm‘fx? decided not fo refease.

Gathes contributed T know A Litfe,” anether
original sorg frona bis pm—sk»gmfm' a’asfs. to the b,
which featured the Okie guiarist’s virtuose flat-pick-
ting. The group also recut I Never Dreanied " and
Studie One engineer Rodney Mills and Elson repaived
neswly overdubbed Criteria waasters of What's Your
Narae,” avd Hint Ne Good Life." The band decided fo






Street Survivors was the most anticipated Skonyrd albuna yef;
sApping over 500,000 uni's, aufbmaﬁbaffzf raking it o gold record,.

drop "Sweet Little Missy, " which was on the original
Criteria version of the albuna. Thew replaced i with
One More Tinne," & sir-gear-old frack fromn am tinre-
feased afbuna recorded with producer J.-i’v-hw, Tkt
son of Musele Shoals Rhyttra Section fakse, which
the band polished with sohse new overdubs. Tt could
be amother Free Bird, " sad Van Zant:

Whein Skyngrd and Mills flew out fo maaster the
record in Los Angeles tn {ate August; they ran infe
Dewd at fhe sastering fociity. Although the pro-
Aucer helped the band finish maastering fhe albiia,
he ended up faking bis nanse off it In the final cred-
tts, Al recerved o special production credil and
Elson and Rudolph received special engineertng cred-
i#5. After all the furnaotl the band had endured, fhey
decided o call the record Street Survivers. The
afbutin cover pictured the band stonding fall, wile
flapaes engulfed them, Mere went into Street Sur—
vivers than any officr afbu we hove ever done,” said
Vain Zant '}Mm?&.e there's not o big bt single on it
fike Sweet Horae Alabonaa, but s the best welve
ever done.”

Streel Survivors was the hrost anticipated
Skuherd albura yet, shipping ever 500,000 anits,
autoratically making it a gold record. The band's
Teur OF The Survi
headlining show ot New York's Madison Sguare

s would include their first

Gardesp, which o Van Zait sumbolized the grong's
" i g

ascendance fo fhe level of rock's super-elite. Tragrcal-
r‘i:,-, Vel Zant aind Gamnes would net live 1o sez Street
Survivors success. On the first week of the Tour, just
three days after the LF was released on October 17,
1877, the band's four plane ran ot of gas and
erashed tnfo a Mississippr forest; £illting Van Zanl;
Giatnes and his sister Cassie and original road haah-
ager Dean Kilpatrick, and erifically injoring the rest

of the growp and thei sres.

ust hew big Skangrd would have becomne had

the fragic events of Oetober 1977 not nfervened
can never e Eneri, oulall indications were that
Skangrd was about fo break the Southern Reck
genre wide spen and becohas e Anaarican eguiva-

fent of the Bolling Stones. Nevertheless, the plane

crash helped propel Street Survivers fo nunlfi-plat-
titha status, whaie "What's Yeur Nahae” would even-

fually crack the Tep 10 singles charrs. Ultinately, i

wies "That Seacll" and ifs eerdy prophetie foreshad-
owning of the band s fare that would hawnt isteners,
5 hajestic three gurtar terplay of Cellins, Reoss-
thglon and Gatkhes soaring above Van Zant's fero-
clous vocals, th a dark sphaphorg of rock arfistry
whrich sfands a5 & powerfial festansent fo one of the
greatest bands To ever carve fhe finifials ih The edl-
fice of Rock W Boll,
—Ron O'Brien




Ronnie Van Zant— vocals
Gary Rossinglon — guitar
Artinauns Pyle — drupas
Steve Gaines

Allen Collins — guitor
Billy Powell — A_e»;boam’s
Leon Wilkeson — bass

- 9«:?‘&»: vecals

1. What's Your Nawe 2:30
(Garsg Ressingtov. Rennie Yon Zant)
Rircorded Criferin Stutis. Mian, Slesily Aprd 1977

2. That Smell 5:48
(il Calbins, Bawpmre Vam: Zanr)
Recarded Studio Ons, Dormplls; Geangin, Angias? 1877

2. One More Time 5:03

(Garry Rotsinaton, Rosoie Vioy Zart}

Rezordsa Muscle Shaols S, Misele Shoofs, Afabonen, 1471
Drvdiscet big Tinnivisy Todrson e T Shiith

a. I Know A Little 2:26
(Sfeve Ganes)
Bocordad Stadic e, Dornlla, Geovgis, Ampust 1677

5. You Got That Right 344
(Steve Gninas, Rninia Vam Zant}
Rncordial Studs D Dorawilla, Gearpin: Auiguer 1577

6. I Never Dreansed 5:21
(Srere Gaines, Rovmis Vin Zonr
Recordad Stiunio Cnn, Poranlle, Gearpn, Awpust 177

7. Honky Tonk Night Time Man 2:55
(At ddnganr)
Rrcavded Stutio Qe Docanile, Govrgie, August 1477

& Aint Ne Good Life 4:36
(Stuie. Gaiis)
Beaorded’ Coteris Staiag, Alisnag Florit, Pecaiuder 1975

Bonus Tracks:
9. Georgia Peaches 3:12

[Stsve Gaines-Rnnsie Vaw Zant]
Bacored Bersite Stushes, Tocksommle, Florns, March t477
Ovecaliobs reaorded Cotreia Shiaies, M Fovirs, Sty 1982
Broawticd bis T Dhoinidl

10, Sweet Liffle Méssy 5:10

(Gairsy Bistingtop = Rerai Vo Zant]

Recorded Criterss Stiation, s, Rerista, Apri 1977
Frowusgit by Tons, Ponat

11, You Gor That Right (Alfernate Version) 3:28
{5tere Gmibes — Roweie Van Zant)

Ricivied Critorin Shadtos, Aianas Fovida, Apni 1977

oozl dug Tan Dowol

Mieat by Kewin Elvon for Shion Music Visian Ine, Mait Hattar St Los
Aigeles, Cat Appuer 72 Foon

12. I Wever Dreanaed (Alternate Virsion) 4:56
(Sreve Ganes = Epnai Wos Zant]

Becorned Codonis Stefias, Al Hloeitn, Apid 1972

Fradaiad biy Ton Donid

13. Jacksonvitle Kid (a/k/a "‘Homety Tonk
Neght Tinne Man') 4:06

(Adnrie Hogaand = Rovinn ¥ Zant)

Becorded Statin One, Dacarle, Georgtn, S 1477

Attt bag Kot Elson For Econ Ativsic Wiaiow Tn.. Mad itattor Shutios, Los
Ampeles, O August 22, 2000 Add Barrg Lee Haraicod = deofee
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Back-up Singers: The Floskiaties sin “Thint Speail’ Carsia fones,

e Bilingsleny Lestie Mariding

Muisicans an iz Mare Thoe™ Boria Van Zant voeals, AHien Colling, patne

Gharyy Beszinafon, gutar & King, gortan Rick Medlocks drums, Greg Warlkes

e, ek Aeatiock, Tine Smarth-anit Costis Harking, back-us sinpers

Plintogeapin and eover coneant David Alarnader, Aet Direction: Gearae sl

Lecation ceoringfoer Larry Marnarrstion

Reissue Credits
Rerzsine: Produced bis on O Fen

Erncues Broucer e Mo

A restornfiin, assembly et dipfal asterng
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Aol Music, Loy Avgates, £t
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Dresiges vl vwsit Ak Thzhl

Bliots research: Rown (FBrien

Broddewstion. Lovrdinatian by Bt Shenvpet

Evaisg copyrighir 2001 by Foe O Bren

“Spasiaf fanks o ey Boesiafesn, Billy Fopell Leaw Wilkason,

At Pofe, Conkin Coliing Sey Barrsy Redofols, Kedberd,

Ranatiy Aeapgon, Cagein Ezrkans, anat Srendan Mo

f blnversal A Edbrave: Bpan Ml ar tiivereal Az

Ereative Sarrces; £nc Zolip, Bead Muarnmd, Torants AMile’ SHarn,
Scoff Bushefrs, dusdrens Detrrgren, any Troy Kathisan Socten
Dl adbstna cover cowtesiy of Ban (I 8nn
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Also Available by Lynyrd Skynyrd:

Al Tikas Greatest Hibe (088 11z 224-2%1

Sast OF The Rast (AMCAC-raal) (MEAT-300006)
Essential Lowaped Shapnuped {2 COACS) (MEAC Ta- 11807)

Frae B The Mot (AACALDenarz)

Gibvpot Baick My Bualtets (Eevosrstoredd] (ANCAD-1p223)

Gl & Binfinsn (MCAC-za505)

Legand (ACAC Drazaga)

Caprigest Skumeprd (3 CIVES) (MEAC2TR-10390]

Milerruians Cofischivn — 2ol Cantirsy Aastors (MCACT=rrpar]
Nuthiin” Fancs (Rersasterad] (MCAD-zoza)

O More Fron The Road (2 £5 - Diehare Eaition) (088 112 s57-2)
Sacandd Hefping (Behanstared] (AMCAT- a8

Shunpped Coffectybies (2 C5 (08K 11z 4282}

Wx Firgt (Remcastared] (MEAC T 1ik8g)

Sefo Futes (085 rrz oar-a)

Soutfiare, By Tha Girmas OF Gond {Lire) (MCAD 2027
proncunced Tehi=iird shin-rird (Rensrtoreal (088 10z 7ap-7)
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