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CANDY-0 = THE CARS

THE SWEET SMELL OF SUCCESS,
THE SECOND TIME AROUND

BY ELLIOT EASTON, AS TOLD TO DAVID WILD

“There are no second acts in American lives,” F. Scolt Fitzgerald wrote in The
Last Tycoon. Thankfully, there are second albums, and by the time The Cars’
second album, Candy-0, hit record stores in June 1979, the band was, if not
quite a group of rock 'n’ roll tycoons, then definitely a road-tested unit firing on
all cyfinders in their increasingly high-profile musical lives. Candy-0 found The
Cars moving forward in high style. Instead of recycling a set of leftover songs
that could have been on the band’s smash 1978 debut, these young men and their
famed producer Roy Thomas Baker opted to go west to Los Angeles, where they
cut a strong and memorable set of mostly fresh new tracks.,

Taken as a whole, the songs on Candy-0 do not stray too far from the sonic
territory The Cars had so memorably covered on their smash debut. Yet this time,
the album's production seemed to more closely reflact the band's increasingly
confident live sound with a slightly less glossy sonic texture featuring fewer
stacked vocals. The result would prove to be a compelling second chapter in
the sweet success story of The Cars, with Candy-0 reaching #3 on the Billbodard
200 Album chart—15 spots higher than the band's debut effort. Similarly, “Let's
Go"—the instantly infectious, propulsive and upbeat first single from Candy-0—
transported The Cars for the first time into the Top 15 on the Biltboard Hat 100
singles charl. In the end, the deliciously titled Candy-0—graced by that alluringly
sketchy and provocative cover image by famed Playboy and Esquire pin-up girl
artist Alberto Vargas—forever captured the bracing sight and sound of a band
rushing toward its desting and confidently declaring “Let's Go."

—David Wild




How thir bl do you cvercomis the dreaded sophomarne siump?

With Candy-0, our band somehaw managed 10 answer one of the stermal questions in rock '’
roll hisbory, In @ wary, that became cur ovemding thema for Candy-Cr. The probilem for any group
lucky erough o be making a second album soon becomes pralty damn cbwvicus, Basically, @ all
comes dewn o this: you haws pour whols life 10 prepare for your first big album. Then onoe thal
debut comes out and actually hits, the clock starts ticking, and you hanes just a few monghs 1o
iry and Bollovw up and reob Tall fal on your FBce.

S0 how axactly did The Cars manage io pull off this risky and ofien dangenrcus Mansurs?
Firsl, il really Nedps if you've got a very lalented and very prolilic songwriler, and we definitely
had one of those in Ric Ocasek. Right there, we wene starting the second album process with
mnother sirong batch of songs. Humbly or not, § alss helped @ ko that we had o pretty groat
band 10 actually help arange and play (hose stiong scngs. Thankiuly, by this point in our story,
Ric, Greg Hawkes, Ben Orr, David Robingon and | were really hitting our stride a5 a musical
unit, Wa could take an eucallant song and iogether transiorm i inbo an excalient record—which
YOU BO0A WA cAn Be two very gfferent things, A stiong dema is sbill just a dems, and Fac's
desnas in thase days coukd be quite skehetal—maybe just Ric, a beat box, and a rhythm guitar.
Tha wary The Cars worked, we'd listen fo Ric’s demo and figure out together as a band wharne
1o taks i,

Aj that stage, The Cars were already very much a band, and wa would do what bands do
sl —HicK around musical ideas until evenyDody was happy. And 1o have a lependary producer
like oy Thomas Baker thers helped make all things possible. Aoy had already done classics
ke “Bohemian Rhapsody™ with Quesn, and he brought an atmcsphaene of fun, whess svenything
goas. Al times, it was ke making a record with a Monty Python characher. Thera was no such
thing & boa much af & good thing with Boy. Sometimes he would use candbaard bo cover up the
VU maters on the boand because the nesdies would ba pinned past thelr absolube limits, We'd
ask, “Gea, Roy, aren’t you womed aboul distortson on the tape? Roy would just laugh and sy,
Mo, iy dears this i called lape saturation and it gives a certain compression bo the drems 5o
thary pop.” Tha man knsry how to manipulate analogue Sounds to sound GREAT on radio than,
And all thess years later, these songs £hl sound great.

Yiow can caly make your big debud and Be the mew kid in town once, yel compansd 1o our fiest

" alburn, Candy-0 sounds o litte mone like our actual band—a litthe mone stipped down, Tewer

by, stacked vocals. The reascn for that B peetty logical, The Cars wees cnly bormally toged s
for & year of 50 befare we gat signed 1o Eletra and werl to Londen 10 6 our debut album
with Roy. In a sense, we were still warming up and mally becoming The Cars back then. Yet in
FIEFTY WiayS, wa weda ready. By that point, we'd all been in several bands. Dinid had drummed
with The Modem Lovers. Ric and Ben had besn in Milkwood, and then pained up with Greg in
Richard and the Rabbits, Then with ma, we had already played as Cap'n Swing, S0 we were
nieew Bl reddy 10 neally make a go of it

S, there was a big diffenence betwaesn the band that made The Cars in London and the same
fiva guys that wend io Loa Angales io recond Candy-0l. Afber all, wa ware working in LA, now,
S we saw a lot of things we had newer sssn before, and that's bound o affect the way Fic
was writing and tha way vwa wane playing. We waen 50 green when wa made the first album, so
axGited 1o ged o My to London, work in AIR London studics. Suddenly, we'd had Geonge Martin
dirog by 8o say hella, and Paul McCartney working in the nest studio. For a Baatlé-loving kid from
Leng Isiand Bop myself, who had never been north of Boston or south of DUC, this was pratiy
nam,-um.mmmmmmmﬂamﬂmmnlmmnmmmmm
araund at the time and talking abaut haw we just hoped the alben sokl wel encugh 5o (hal we
coukl makon anothar ona.

Then, with the first alum coming oul and doing sa well, doons wens apening for us evenwhens,
S0 Wl Wt gvanwhane in Amaerica, and in Evrcpe too, Thad first album found ws both opening
fof establshed acts and headlining ouF own shows, I smaller vanues. 50 we might opan for
Fonsigrer in an anena, bul we also might play our own gig in a theaber, o even & small club like
Thi Bpticen Ling. Bt by the time of Canglye=0, wa were a much mone seasoned band. We knew
& littha o AboLUT The miusic business. and maybs about §ia too. | Gon want 10 psychoanalyze
Ric"s infentions with the songs, bul you coukd hear songs Il *Lel’s Ga™ and “Dangerous Type,”
and sEnse wWe were & mone worldly band,

Whiles warking on Candy-0, | remember recording at Cherokse Studios and Fving a8 the Suraet
Marguis hobel with the guys. Los Angeles was 5ort of the cenfer of the music workd, 50 we ran into



pverybody, but wa sbll worked pretty hard, | recall staying up ke ai the Sunset Marqus WG
o iy guitar solos—which ware usually added last. Sockaly, The Cars waone ahways an imearesing
burch. This was definfiely not a group of guys who went 10 kegh school together and wena fthe
same age and ked all the same records. Instead, we met in Boston, wa came from all gver the
cauntry, and thens was an age spread in the band. And we all loved different music. 3o The Cars’
chemistny wasn't 30 much about what we all had in commen, as i s witirt vl &l Brodsghd 1o the
party and heww it all added up 1o éven mone than the sum of cur assoned Cars parts.

Civees of ey dAvoribe 5ongs on Candy-Cr has always been “God A Lot On My Head.” | was BEtanng
ta @ bot of Chris Spedding at the tme, and I lilted & litthe of Chiis" scurd Tor that song. | lowed
=Candy-0,” which really rocked, “Since | Had You,” “Danpenous Type.” | also redly liked “Hight
Sonols =which was something we'd tried sarker for The Cars—and “Shod Be Do, whech was
sart of an homags to Suicids, who opened for us arsund that time and scared the hall out of our
crowds, Greg and | would walt in the wings and waich Alan Vega from Suscile Jodging cups of
Bear, AShrEYS, avevything Being thiown 1hair wany by the crowd. Then, of courss, “Let’s (50" was
a big hit—an sagy 1o digest pop song thal Ben just sang beautdully.

The fact that Vargas did cur album cover for Candy-0 was a beg story at the ime That was
one of the last things Vargas ever doew, and I een came 1o 508 us piy al ha Lnvarsal
Amphitheatre, He was a sweet, cheerful guy, and | god the Serise he ioved semng all the youndg
pratty girs ol our shaw boo, | wasn't a5 invalved with cur album art as Dansd Robinson, and
reprsanaaly | wouldn't have minded having the Dand on our covers mone nshaad of all thasa
pradty girts, but peopls secsmed 10 ke Ehem

Locking back, success wasn't spoiling The Cars around the Bime of Candly-0. Wi wena a group
of guys st Tull of excitement, but temperad by a litth axperience. From nmy Eom of view, | don't
think wa wore owsnwhelmed by the prossure 1o live up to the high standards of the first album.
Strangely, we were foeling pretty confident at that point. Hic was writing his ass off. It was like
ha was bringing us presents 1o open up and play with every day. Then it became a group aifort
15 wrap Those Songs ugp just nght, and | fesl like on Candy-0, we did. We were nat Some band
of beothers—we were different gurys with different parspectives, but we spoke o each other and
wis lisbanesd (o aach ofher. and 1 rest bacame music RISLoR.
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